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Quinlan Terry's sketch of Chelsea Barracks proved that even a
doodle can make waves. It inspired us to ask four architects to

imagine how some traditional London landmarks might look with

a twist. By Emily Wright and Dan Stewart
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GEORGE SAUMAREZ SMITH OF ROBERT ADAM ARCHITECTS ON HIS TRADITIONAL VERSION OF TS

The design is intended to be pretty close to the Richard Rogers
scheme, except in style. | am not an expert in how airports work
s0 | have assumed that the general layout is non-negotiable.
Buses, cars and trains arrive on one side, and the planes are all
on the other,

The big difference is that the airport terminal itself is
designed as a classical building in the tradition of great glazed
halls, markets and train stations. | definitely think that the
building should celebrate air and flight, but in order to do this it
doesn't need to be made entirely of glass or look like a bird
There obviously needs to be plenty of natural light, so there are
very large openings frarmed by giant piers.

The closest comparison in terms -
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of classical architecture is a giant basilica, so you might call this

a “basilica aeronautica’ The design allows for decoration and

sculpture where appropriate, particularly around the main

entrance and in the middle of the side facades. The huge figure

over the main entrance is Hermes, the god of flight.

Of course, fiying is not the most environment-friendly means of

travel, but all the more reason why this building should be built

sustainably. The intention is that the

non-glazed parts of the
%«39 building would all be in
natural stone. While this
e would be expensive, | doubt that
it would cost more than a fully glazed building
and it would certainly last longer and would require less
maintenance. Much of the work would be done by hand which
would provide a huge boost to the stonemasonry industry and to
craft apprenticeships. And if the airport terminal is no longer
needed ona day, it could become an exhibition hall, a factory,
or @ MuSeum,
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KEN SHUTTLEWORTH OF MAKE ON HIS REDESIGN OF ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL
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Tarek Merlin would
like to replace the
Tower of London
with a giant
crown, where
ostriches can

roam free
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TAREK MERLIN OF ALSOP AND FEIX
AND MERLIN ON HIS REDESIGN OF
THE TOWER OF LONDON
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HAL CURREY AND MARCUS LEE
OF FLACQ ON THEIR REDESIGN
OF BUCKINGHAM PALACE

The space has been designed to
embrace the public by creating a
piazza focused on the Mall, replacing
railings with moats and ha-has and
tarmac with stone.

It also addresses an issue of
controlled transparency, symbolic of
amore accessible monarchy. Views
are parmitted into their inner world
through visitor centres and
information areas, but these are
balanced with the need for
heightened security.

There is a big focus on green at the
palace: a combination of arboretum,
winter gardens and allotments plus
an environmentally responsive built
fabric pushes it into the 21st century,
as well as giving Prince Charles
somawhere to talk plants rather than
planning

And finally we wanted to design for
change by making sure there was an
efficient structural solution here to
create a flexible framework, allowing
for internal alterations while
maintaining an unaltered public face
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